WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Wednesday 2nd May 2018


Chair:


Cllr T Hunter
Councillors Present: 
Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor

Cllr A Allen
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1
Welcome and Announcements
The Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  4 members of the public were present.  Cllr G Dakin sent apologies.  

2
Present and/or Apologies
Cllr W Allen was absent

3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 9th May 2017 – to accept the Minutes: Councillors agreed that they had received and previously approved the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting at the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th June 2017.  Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. 

4
Matters arising from the Minutes
No matters were raised.

5
The Report from the Chairman of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council.
The Chair gave his report, an overview of Parish Council activities for the financial year 2017-18. 

6
Public Questions in respect of above report.
No questions were raised.

7
An opportunity for Members of the Parish to raise any matters for discussion

A resident reported there are 17 grids in Tisltock, the majority of which are blocked.  Water is flooding from the grid near the School.  The roads need cleaning once a ‘blower’ has cleaned off the pavements. Ditch past Tilstock Hall Malt Kiln Road needs attention.  Sandstone culvert from Brook Farm – pothole in start of middle of road – concerned that this is having a detrimental effect on the culvert.  He queried the spend of the Neighbourhood Fund monies, and how the CiL local monies are allocated. The Clerk gave an update of the current CiL local review.  The resident queried what happens to council tax monies collected from new homes inhabited half way through a tax year – whether the Parish Council will receive a share or if it all goes to Shropshire Council.  No 3 Steel Road has a very large flood area outside it resultant from a blocked grid.  Also potholes by the triangle in Tisltock.  
A resident queried a charge that Shrosphire Council have sent bills to charge tax on village halls – the Clerk reported that this had been sent out in error.  
A resident queried why no one has reported a pothole outside his house.  He has reported this and it has now been attended to. The Clerk recommended reporting potholes online.  
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Annual Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

56/18
Election of the Chairperson 
Cllr Dodd proposed Cllr A Allen as Chair, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Cllr Allen took the Chair.  
57/18
Election of the Vice Chairperson
Cllr Power was proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr R Thornhill, all agreed.
59/18
Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a) Representative on Local Joint Committee: Councillors proposed Cllr W Allen, all agreed.
b) Emergency Planning Committee: Cllr S Power was agreed as representative.
c) NSAC/SALC Representative: Cllr W Allen was proposed and agreed to continue in this role
d) Representative(s) for Charities: Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; Mr Parker was proposed and agreed as representatvie
Elizabeth Langford Almhouses: Cllr Butler was agreed
e) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee: Cllr Dodd and Cllr Hunter
f) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall: Cllr R Butler
g) Appointment of GDPR Compliance Officer: The Clerk was proposed and agreed.
h) Appointment of GDPR Data Protection Officer: DM Payroll Services Ltd – employed for one year to ensure the Parish Council is compliant. To review in the new year.  
60/18 
Welcome (to include Present, Apologies &/or Absent)
Cllr Allen welcomed everyone to the meeting. Cllr W Allen was absent. Cllr Dakin sent apologies.

61/18 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

No declarations were received.

62/18
Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate)
None required.
63/18
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2018 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.
64/18
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda – no items were raised.

65/18
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s – not present
b)
Parish Councillors’ reports to include – Cllr Allen attended a meeting in Whitchurch about reviving the town centre and gave a brief overview of the discussions. 
Mr Parker gave a report from the Higginsons Charity updating on the year’s events and causes they have donated to.
c)
Clerk’s update – all matters covered on agenda.

66/18
Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: Cllr Dodd reported all items are in good order.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention: A flood at the junction of the A525 and Church Lane was reported; illuminated signs in Ash Magna still not working; Ash Lane sign still knocked over; Light in Ash Parva (no 1) has a cover missing on circuitry – Clerk to report to Eon, may be a Scottish power responsibility.
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention
Cllr Power reported that raw meat had been dumped on roadside on Ash Lane: environment team cleaned it up quickly
-
To receive update of works previously requested: no reports received
c)
Road Closures: The Clerk has posted local matters on the website for information; Ash Road closing 14th May; Steel Road currently closed.
 67/18
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email to include: PCC Town & Parish Council survey; NALC Chief Executive’s bulletin; Environmental Maintenance Grant review; Members Briefing - Highways; Consultation: unauthorised developments and encampments; Future Fit consultation; NALC Chief Execs bulletin; Future Fit – printing quantities for consultation materials request; Healthwatch Shropshire Hot Topic: Audiology; Rural Youth Activity Fund

b)
Contract for agreement – DM Malley Payroll Services – DPO function: contract to run for one year as previously agreed to work towards compliance with the GDPR.

68/18
Housekeeping

a)
Website – To propose/agree items for inclusion : Clerk to investigate hit counter; register of members interests information has been taken down for review by Shropshire Council in preparation for GDPR 
b)
GDPR – The Clerk gave an overview of preparations for the compliance date of 25th May 2018
c)
Courses/Meetings –  salc schedule circulated by email
d)
Review and to adopt the following policies and protocols: 

· Risk Assessment; 

· Model Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 

· Financial Regulations; 

· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Website cookie policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Employment/Equal Opportunities Policy; 

· Training Policy; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Health and Safety Policy

· Security Breach Protocol; 

Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of the policies forwarded by email by the Clerk.  Cllr Hunter proposed that the Council accepts and adopts all policies, Cllr Power seconded all agreed.  Those policies highlighted will be taken forwarded for adoption at a later date. Resolved.
e)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue: Councillors agreed the Meeting dates as scheduled by the Clerk and that all meetings will be held in Ash for the remainder of the year.n Resolved.
f)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC: Cllr Power propsed and Cllr Thornhill seconded that the Council approves both memberships, all agreed. Resolved.

69/18
Planning: 

a)
Applications:

 18/01480/FUL  (validated: 29/03/2018)
Address:  Proposed Short Term Holiday Lets SE Of Fir Tree Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of six wooden framed wigwams for tourism use, formation of vehicular access and installation of package treatment plant including change of use of land:
Cllr Dodd declared an interest as it is a neighbours property and took no part in the discussion.  Objections put online were taken into consideration.  Cllr Hunter suggested site meeting and management scheme with the applicant.  Cllr Hunter gave an overview.  Impact on residential amenity was raised as a concern.  Noise pollution; no provision made for any lighting or parking.  Suggestion of parking away from the wigwams. Cllr Hunter proposed requesting a structured management plan before the Parish Council can consider the scheme.  Concerns were raised that no local consultation seems to have taken place.  Seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Clerk to respond to Shrosphire Council online.  

18/01586/REM  (validated: 17/04/2018)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development South Of Ash Hall, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Reserved Matters application pursuant to Outline Planning Permission 14/03484/OUT for the erection of 6 no. dwellings and renovation of 'The Smithy' to include access, appearance, layout, scale and landscaping
Councillors discussed the plans.  Cllr Dodd declined to comment on the application.  Councillors discussed whether the proposed designs are in keeping with local housing.  The renovation scheme of the Smithy was queried.  Overall it was agreed that the design is in keeping and felt that local design has been taken into account– queried the potential structural impact on tennis court but feels that the Smithy proposal meets the criteria.  Councillors supported the scheme. Concerns were raised over the maintenance of the area of land BT exchange which is apparently not owned by anyone. May well be absorbed into the plot.  All agreed to support.
69/18 Planning cont

18/01541/FUL  (validated: 10/04/2018)
Address:  Barns To The West Of Hollins House Farm, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the amendment to previously approved application for conversion of agricultural buildings to two dwellings and formation of new access  16/02549/FUL dated 5th October 2016 to now form one dwelling and formation of new access. Planning permission was originally granted in 2017.  Applicant bought plot and want to make it into one dwelling as a family home and no needs to change the application from two dwellings into one – grounds source heat pump, change windows , wood burner, halfway through the conversion process but needed to re apply, hence the new application.  The Parish Council raised no objections.  
18/01557/FUL  (validated: 04/04/2018)
Address:  Rosegarth, 30 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DT
Proposal:  Erection of two storey rear extension following demolition of existing single storey lean to extension.  No objections raised


70/18
Finance

i) Balances for information and invoices for payment (inc those received post agenda publication)

ii) Presentation of Internal Auditor’s Report and Approval of Year End Accounts: taken forward*
iii) Determination of qualifying application for exemption for the external audit: taken forward*
iv) Insurance renewal – quotes for consideration and decision – the clerk presented the quotes from the brokers and from an individual company.  Councillors discussed and agreed to accept the 3 year quote from Zurich.  
v) Annual grants: T&B Village Hall £800 proposed and seconded by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Thornhill; Ash Parish Rooms £500 proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Hunter; Tilstock and Ash Churches£500 each proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr  A Allen;  Whitchurch Walkers £5 proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Power; North Salop Wheelers £500 proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Butler; The extra grant as previously agreed to T&B Village Hall £500 towards the boiler costs : £800 given to for the T&B Village Hall as playground maintenance for this year (the additional £300 is an additional grant as the Ash playground maintenance is paid for by the Parish Council) proposed by Cllr R Butler, seconded by Cllr Thornhill. All payments approved by all for payment.  

vi) Bank mandate for updating bank signatories – The Clerk circulated a new mandate form for completion in order to update the signatories.
vii) Clerk’s salary standing order form – for approval and amendment following the pay increase awarded: form duly completed and signed as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed.
viii) Consideration of Neighbourhood Fund monies future allocation and spend: Items for consideration: Gated community for Tilstock; Cllr Dodd requested funding for the landscaping for the pub - £5000 – Clerk to investigate if this would be permitted under current spend criteria.   
Cllr Allen queried effectiveness of gated community schemes – This has been requested by the residents of Tilstock.  Project will cost around £6000.  Cllr Butler raised the news that the new development is putting in the extended footway. A pedestrian crossing by the school is a priority.  Vicarage application hopefully will add more length to the footway.  She requested that the PC speaks to the agent when plans start coming in.  The crossing should be on the place plan for NF money spend.  The Clerk confirmed that once it has been received the PC must spend the NF money within 5 years on projects identified in the place plan.  Cllr A Allen seconded Cllr Butler’s proposal.  

70/18 Finance cont

NB* Items ii and iii to be taken forward to June’s meeting if internal audit incomplete at time of Meeting

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Power of Expenditure
	Cheque No

	30/04/18
	Employee 
	Salary
	£
	LGA 1972 s112
	SO

	02/05/18
	Employee
	Salary adjustment
	£46.88
	LGA 1972 s112
	100343

	02/05/18
	HMRC
	 Paye
	£0.16
	LGA 1972 s112
	100344

	04/04/18
	DM Malley
	Outsourcing of DPO Function
	£360.00
	LGA 1972 s111
	100345

	20/04/18
	Zurich
	Insurance renewal – 3 yr agreement
	£554.86
	LGA 1972 s111

LGA 2000 s101


War Memorials Act 1923 s1
	100346

	09/04/18
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£144.77
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3

Highways Act 1980 s301
	100347

	02/05/18
	Whitchurch Walkers
	Affiliation
	£5.00
	LGA 1972 s137
	100348

	02/05/18
	Ash Parish Rooms
	Grant
	£500.00
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s 19
	100349

	02/05/18
	TBVH
	Grant
	£500.00
	LGA 1972 s137 LGA 1972 s133
	100350

	02/05/18
	TBVH
	Grant
	£800.00
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s 19/LGA 1972 s133
	100351

	02/05/18
	Christ Church Ash
	Grant
	£500.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 15
	100352

	02/05/18
	Christ Church Tilstock
	Grant
	£500.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 15
	100353

	02/05/18
	North Salop Wheelers
	Donation
	£500.00
	LGA 1972 s137
	100354

	
	
	
	
	
	


The Clerk’s salary was proposed for payment by Cllr Allen, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. All other payments also proposed and seconded for payment by Cllr  Allen, seconded by Cllr Hunter. All agreed.
Clerk to query the faulty light in Ash with Scottish Power to seek bill reduction.
Date of next Meeting 4th June 2018 Ash Parish Rooms

There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9pm, thanking everyone for attending.
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