WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council held on 17th May 2021 at Ash Parish Rooms at 7:00pm
50/21
Election of the Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Power was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Power signed the Declaratoin of Acceptance of Office form.
51/21
Election of the Vice Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office for all Councillors 
/apologies and requests for dispensations 

Cllr Thornhill was proposed as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resovled.
All Councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms. 


52/21
Co-otion of Councillors – to co-opt Councillors to fill 3 vacancies for Tilstock Ward/Acceptance of Office form completion
Councillors acknowledged the four applications received for 3 seats in the Tilstock Ward.  One applicant attended the Meeting, however left the Meeting during the Councillors’ deliberations.  The Cllr Butler proposed 3 candidates, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved.
The Clerk will inform the fourth applicant that their application has been unsuccessful.  Accordingly, Cllrs welcomed Cllr Haynes to the Council representing Tilstock Ward.  Cllr Haynes duly signed the Acceptance of Office form.  Councillors welcomed Cllr Haynes to WRPC.  The other two Councillors will be co-opted in June.

53/21
Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a)  NSAC/SALC Representative  - To take forward to June
b) Representative(s) for Charities: 
Higginson C of E School Charity: Cllr Blyth
Jane Higginson Charity: Cllr Blyth
Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity: Cllr Blyth
Elizabeth Langford Almhouses: Cllr Butler
c) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee : Cllr Dodd
d) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall – to take forward to June
e) Appointment of GDPR Compliance Officer/GDPR Controller: The Clerk 
f) Helicopter Liaison Group: Cllr Power
All appointments were proposed by Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. 
54/21 
Welcome (to include Present, Apologies &/or Absent) & Public Session (no debate to be entered into or decisions made)
Councillors present: Cllr A Allen, Cllr R Butler, Cllr T Hunter, Cllr J Dodd, Cllr S Taylor, Cllr S Power, Cllr T Blyth, Cllr R Thornhill, Cllr W Allen, Cllr M Haynes.  Unitary Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting. 

55/21 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

No declarations were received. 

56/21
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate)
No requests were received. 




57/21
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr  Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. 
Councillors further considered the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th April 2021 via Zoom. Cllr Blyth pointed out that her name appeared twice in the ‘those present’ list.  Otherwise the Minutes were confirmed by Cllr Blyth to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed.  Resolved.

58/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
There were no matters arising brought forward. 

59/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s 
Cllr Dakin that there was little to report following the elections.  The Leader of Shropshire Council had not been re-elected. A new leader had been chosen, Lezley Picton.  The Vice Chairman is Steve Charmley.  The Conservatives hold 41 seats and have overall control.  Roads are to be a main focus with an extra £40m of funds having been secured for the next 4 years.  The budget had been cut previously to bolster the Adult Social Care budget. SC has a new pothole repair machine and has 3 new jetters which have cutters and cameras on board. The new Leader wants to focus upon establishing closer links with Town and Parish Councils.  Portfolio Holders will be appointed on Thursday.  Councillors offered congratulations to Cllr Dakin on his re-election.  The VAS for Broughall is ready for installation.  

b)
Parish Councillors’ reports 
No meetings have been attended. 

60/21
Parish Matters – Matters requiring attention to be reported online
A complaint has been received regarding lorry deliveries.  Councillors are to raise this with the recipients. 

61/21
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email – any matters for discussion will be taken forward to June
62/21
Housekeeping

a)
Courses/Meetings – Clerk to advise Members via email
b)
 Review and to adopt the following policies and protocols: 
· Standing Orders; 

· Risk Assessment; 

·  Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 

· Financial Regulations; 

· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Security Breach Protocol; 

· Planning enforcement guidance/protocol;

· Privacy notice – basic;

· Privacy notice – detail;

· Remote Meeting Protocol;

· Retention of documents policy

· Communications policy; 

· Consent form;

· Coronavirus protocol;

· Correspondence privacy policy;

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Staff/Cllrs privacy notice;

· Subject access policy; 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read copies of the policies/protocols listed. Cllr Power proposed adopting all listed, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Power suggested drawing up a protocol to cater for a potential loss of Clerk. Councillors agreed to take this forward for consideration.  Cllr Haynes indicated experience in devising such protocols.

d)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue; 
To take forward for discussion in June.
e)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC; 

Cllr A Allen proposed continuing with the membership and affiliation, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 

63/21
Planning: 
a)

21/01524/FUL  (validated: 25/03/2021)
Address:  Russell House, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQHMAKTDLRV00
Cllr Butler proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 


21/01570/FUL  (validated: 29/03/2021)
Address:  Mulberry Lodge , Steel Heath, Prees Heath, SY13 3LA
Proposal:  Demolition of existing outbuildings and construction of a garage and domestic annex facility
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQLBP4TDLU400
Cllr A Allen proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 


21/01611/VAR  (validated: 30/03/2021)
Address:  The Bungalow , Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, SY13 3JR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 19/00744/FUL dated 27/06/2019
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQQSV2TDLWH00
No comments were returned. Councillors had no objections. 


 21/01758/FUL  (validated: 07/04/2021)
Address:  The Firs, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Relocation of modular office suite from Loggerheads to approved Auction Site
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QR5MB6TDM4300
All agreed to support this application, proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Dodd. 
 
21/01851/FUL  (validated: 29/04/2021)
Address:  Hilbre, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire, SY13 3NT
Proposal:  Erection of extensions and alterations to improve accommodation for disabled personnel and live in carer
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QRB65JTDM8G00
Cllr Dodd proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed.

21/01956/FUL  (validated: 16/04/2021)
Address:  2 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Erection of part two storey/part single storey to side
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QRMA5BTDMD900
Councillors noted that there were no comments from neighbours online. Cllr Dodd proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. 

b)
Decisions:  
20/04134/FUL  (validated: 12/10/2020)
Address:  Le Grand Nursing Home , Tilstock Lane , Tilstock, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Conversion and partial demolition of existing nursing home into one dwelling, erection of two further detached dwellings and provision of double garages for all three properties (amended scheme)



Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QHY4WZTDHUX0
21/01183/FUL  (validated: 09/03/2021)
Address:  Parlour Barn, Broughall Farm, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of single storey extensions to side and rear of dwelling; elevational alterations
Decision:  Refuse
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QPNZHFTDLBL00
21/00254/FUL  (validated: 01/02/2021)
Address:  Melverley Farm, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ED
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the retrospective conversion of three barns to form stabling/storage, self-contained residential use ancillary to main dwelling and yoga studio; to include the erection of extensions, installation of rooflights and dormer windows and formation of first floor balconies; erection of two single storey extensions to main house
Decision:  Refuse
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QN58TVTDK0T00
 20/03789/FUL  (validated: 22/09/2020)
Address:  Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of equine workers dwelling and associated infrastructure
Decision:  Withdrawn
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QH0SPNTDHDJ00
64/21
Finance
i) Balances for information and invoices for payment (inc those received post agenda publication)
Councillors confirmed receipt of emailed spreadsheet and bank statements.  Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting the accounts confirming that the reconciliation tallies with the bank statements, seconded by  Cllr Blyth. All agreed. 

All invoices were proposed for payment by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 

ii) Presentation of Internal Auditor’s Report and Approval of Year End Accounts (if available)
The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit is not yet completed. To take forward to June.

iii) Completion of the Annual Governance Statement 
To take forward to June. 

iv) Approval of the AGAR for submission to the External Auditor
To take forward to June.



v) Insurance renewal – quotes for consideration and decision
Councillors approved the insurance renewal under item i). 

vi) Playground inspections – annual inspections

The Clerk confirmed that Playsafety Ltd has quoted to carry out this year’s inspections of the two playgrounds and the pond. Councillors approved the appointment, proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Clerk to appoint. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/04/21
	Employee
	Salary
	
	So
	LGA1972 

S112

	09/04/21
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£144.77
	100453
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	
	VOID
	
	
	100454
	

	29/04/21
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£642.51
	100455
	LGA1972 S143

	01/04/21
	Zurich
	Insurance renewal
	£796.63
	100456
	LGA 1972 s140

	Date of Payment
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	
	

	23/04/21
	Shropshire Council
	Precept 
	£23,400


	
	Local Government Act 1972, s.41 (4) 

LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	05/05/21
	Shropshire Council
	 Neighbourhood Fund
	£6090.63
	
	Planning Act 2008 s216 (2), & regulation 59, as amended by the 2012 and 2013 Regulations



Funding requests will be included on the June agenda for consideration. The Clerk reminded Councillors of restrictions for Financial Assistance to the Church and will re-circulate the NALC Legal Topic Note on this matter. 


65/21
Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – Date of next Meeting 7th June 2021 Ash Parish Rooms

There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:28pm. 
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